
 
 

TEST CHANGE: GROUP B STREPTOCOCCUS (GBS) BY PCR 

NOTIFICATION DATE: 7/17/2023 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  7/24/2023  

  

 

Affected Tests Name- GROUP B STREPTOCOCCUS (GBS) BY PCR 

 

TESTCODE: LAB1230003 AND LAB12300031 

 

EXPLANATION:  Due to the Hologic Panther Fusion GBS Assay coming back to the market, test 

number LAB1230003 and LAB12300031 will be performed in the molecular diagnostics laboratory on 

July 24, 2023. This assay will still be polymerase chain reaction (PCR) based. This method will be 

replaced with the current PCR method from the Cepheid Gene Xpert GBS assay.   

 

METHOD:  Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) 

 

REFERENCE VALUES: Negative 

 

SPECIMEN REQUIREMENTS: Anal/vaginal swab using BBLCulture Swab Liquid Stuart (single or 

double)   

 

SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:  Non-validated sample type, specimen container not labeled 

properly, broken specimen container, sample greater than 7 days since collection, or frozen samples. 

 

SPECIMEN STABILITY INFORMATION: Refrigerated: 7 days, swab inserted into enriched LIM 

Broth Media 

 

DAYS TEST SET UP: Sunday-Saturday, daily 

 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS TESTING: 

 

Joyce Nicola, Lab Supervisor, Molecular Diagnostics, 304-285-7093 (jvincent@wvumedicine.org) 

Ryan Demkowicz, Medical Director, Microbiology, (ryan.demkowicz@hsc.wvu.edu) 

 

Contact WVUH Laboratories or UML Representatives 

304-598-4225 

 


